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The Transcendence of Tao Yuanming's Thought on Geographical Dilemma

FANG Lijuan
Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Jinan University, Guangzhou,510632, China

Abstract: Tao Yuanming has a certain geographical complex, showing certain emotions for the countryside, mountains,
etc. He also encountered geographical difficulties, which required him to face the distance, hardships and reflections on
the way during his career. After returning to the field, he had to face new geographical difficulties, but his literature and
even his life were not limited by geography. He transcended the geographical dilemma. The deep reasons why Tao
Yuanming's thought is not limited by geography include the influence of nature, the formation of his unique thought and
the realm of "heart not stagnant". When Tao Yuanming pondered on nature, he did not aim to become a better version of
himself, but to become himself. His thoughts were influenced by Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism, but also had
their own unique characteristics. Tao Yuanming was not limited by any particular belief or ideology, and his thoughts
could transcend geographical boundaries, thus achieving a transcendence of geography.

Keywords: Tao Yuanming; Geographical predicament; Transcendence; Thought
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