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Between Subject and Object: Synaesthetic Metaphor and Its Textual

Architecture in Jing'an Zhuang

Qian Liangfan', Wei Meiru'

" Yunnan University , Kunming

Abstract: Zhai Yongming’s long poem Jing’an Zhuang employs synaesthesia and synaesthetic metaphor as its core
devices, revealing the poet’s unique perceptual mode and cognitive schema. Through compound synaesthesia, the poem
interweaves multisensory experiences (auditory, visual, tactile) to create a “violent” sensory disorientation, which not
only amplifies poetic tension but also metaphorizes the complexity of reality. As the poetic subject recedes, perception
extends to objects, generating an “other’s consciousness” that constructs a lyrical space bridging subject and object.
Synaesthesia here transcends mere rhetorical technique; it functions as a cognitive mechanism and atmospheric
scaffolding, governed by rules such as trait transference, affective emergence, and perceptual leaps, thereby endowing
language with an architectonic quality. The “Jing’an Zhuang” in the poem operates both as a geographical locus and a
Foucauldian heterotopia, subverting reality through sensory hybridity and reconstructing a contradictory yet dynamic
world within linguistic chaos. Ultimately, synaesthetic metaphor serves as a bridge between reality and the poetic realm,
manifesting the distinctive power of the female subject to perceive and reshape reality through strategic withdrawal.

Keywords: Jing 'an Zhuang; Subject; Object; Synaesthetic Metaphor; Heterotopian Architectonics
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