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An Exploration of David I and the Emergence of Burghs of Scotland

Zhang Li,

!College of Liberal Arts, Jinan University, Guangzhou, China

Abstract:During the reign of David I, a series of early burghs, including Berwick and Roxburgh, were established in
Scotland. Most of these burghs were founded under the direct support of the Scottish Crown, with the market as the core
constituent element, and geographically adjacent to castles. The emergence of burghs in Scotland was closely linked to
the vibrant trade in western Europe from the eleventh century onwards, and the development of the native towns of
Scotland. David I himself also played a key role in this process. The economic benefits gained through trade in burghs
were the main reason why David I promoted for the establishment of burghs. The emergence of the burghs in Scotland
under David I laid the foundation for the burghs' further prosperity and contributed to the economic development of

medieval Scotland.

Keywords:burghs; David I; kingdom of Scotland; medieval Scotland
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