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A Study on the Representation of China's National Image in the Mainstream
Media of South and Southeast Asian Countries Bordering China: A Case Study
of Media Coverage on China’s Mediation in the Saudi—Iran Reconciliation

Li Boye! , Huang Qian®
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Abstract: Against the backdrop of global power shifts and the intertwining of digital geopolitics, how the non-Western
world decodes China's new practices in global governance has become a key entry point for breaking the
"center—periphery" cognitive paradigm. This study takes the 2023 Saudi-Iran reconciliation as a prism to examine how
mainstream media in seven South and Southeast Asian countries bordering China (India, Nepal, Vietnam, Myanmar,
Laos, Bhutan, and Pakistan) construct their perceptions of China’s mediating role in the Middle East. It explores how the
region builds China's national image in its China-related reporting. The analysis is conducted across dimensions
including reporting scale, emotional tone, narrative framing, and linguistic strategies, and identifies three main media
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portrayals of China in the region: “peaceful mediator,” “strategic expander,” and “realist actor.” However, due to the
absence of relevant reporting in certain countries, the study cannot fully represent the perceptions of all mainstream
media in South and Southeast Asian countries that share land borders with China. This issue warrants further exploration

in future research.
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