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“The Invisible Space Choice”——on the aesthetic difference between the

European bel canto and the Chinese folk style singing

Qin Jie!

! Jeonbuk National University, Jeonju , Jeollabuk-do, Republic of Korea

Abstract: Music possesses not only temporality but also spatiality. In vocal performance, the perception of “spatiality”
in sound forms the foundation of refined vocal aesthetics. The construction of both physiological and psychological vocal
space is a fundamental requirement for accomplished singers to achieve a high level of vocal aesthetic appreciation.
Therefore, establishing physiological and psychological space in vocal practice holds significant importance for both
performance and pedagogy. This paper explores the spatial dimension of music and argues that the fundamental
difference in vocal aesthetics between European bel canto and Chinese national singing styles lies in the distinct ways the

human body constructs and perceives these physiological and psychological spaces.

Keywords: space; bel canto; the Chinese folk style singing; aesthetics
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