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The Research Progress of Urban Mobile Vendors at Home and Abroad from the

Perspective of Space and Time

Shen Yangdong !, Huang Gaoqin !, Lin Xuanmiao 3"

"' Yunnan Normal University, Kunming, China

2Guilin Tourism University, Guilin, China

Abstract: The issue of urban mobile vendors has long been the subject of academic controversy. Through a systematic
literature review, this paper finds that the academic perception has undergone a shift from negative criticism to value
reconstruction: in the early stage, it focused on the inefficiency of vendors and the contradiction with urban management,
and in recent years, it has gradually paid attention to their social value in dimensions such as employment absorption,
cultural continuation, and food diversity. The spatial perspective study has formed an analytical framework of
"macro-distribution law - spatial attribute influence", but there are three limitations: insufficient comparison of lateral
spatial types, lack of cases in small and medium-sized cities, and weak research on the correlation of tourism space. The
existing achievements of the temporal research mostly focus on the characteristics of vendors in a single period of time,
although breakthroughs have been made in the exploration of the temporal regularity of a small-scale and single spatial
type, the research on the macro-urban scale is lacking, and there is a lack of temporal dynamic comparison across spatial
types. Overall, this field urgently needs to expand the correlation analysis of multiple spatial types and strengthen the

research on the temporal evolution of the urban scale to deepen the understanding of the spatio-temporal laws of vendors.

Keywords: City; Mobile Vendors; Research Progress; Research Review
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