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A study on the perception aspects of Yanbian Korean speakers regarding the

vowels /5/ and /o/ in the Seoul dialect based on the listening experiment

Qin, Xu!

Researcher, The University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan

Abstract: This study investigates the perceptual patterns of Korean speakers currently residing in the Yanbian Korean
Autonomous Prefecture, China, through a listening experiment designed to examine how speakers of the Seoul dialect
perceive the vowels /o/ and /o/. Previous research has shown that the degree of openness of the vowels /o/ and /o/ in
Yanbian Korean and the Seoul dialect is inversely related. In other words, acoustic differences exist in the phonetic
realizations of /o/ and /o/ between Yanbian Korean and the Seoul dialect. These phonetic discrepancies may lead to
perceptual errors when speakers of Yanbian Korean and the Seoul dialect listen to each other’s vowels. To investigate
this, a perception experiment was conducted with young speakers of Yanbian Korean residing in the Yanbian Korean
Autonomous Prefecture. The study examined how these speakers perceive the vowels /o/ and /o/ as produced by Seoul
dialect speakers. The results indicate that, regardless of gender, Yanbian Korean speakers frequently perceived the Seoul
dialect vowel /o/ as /o/, and /o/ as /u/, at a statistically significant rate. This suggests that Yanbian Korean speakers
experience difficulty in accurately perceiving the vowels /o/ and /o/ as spoken in the Seoul dialect. This phenomenon can

be attributed to systematic differences in the vowel systems of Yanbian Korean and the Seoul dialect.

Keywords: Yabian Korean, Seoul dialect, Vowel /o/, Vowel /o/, Listening experiment
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