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Study on the Role of the U.S. Peace Corps in Educational Activities in Peru from
the Perspective of Cultural Diplomacy (1961-1968)

An Zihan
China Shandong Normal University, Jinan, Shandong

Abstract: The Peace Corps, a typical representative of American cultural diplomacy to developing
countries since 1960s. During the Kennedy and Johnson administrations, the Peace Corps gradually
entered its golden age of development. As a significant nation in Latin America, Peru boasts one of
the largest contingents of the Peace Corps worldwide. However, due to the influence of multiple
factors such as Cold War mentality and Peruvian nationalist movements, Peace Corps Volunteers'
journey of educational service in Peru has been very tortuous, and has even become a victim of the
diplomatic game between the two countries to a certain extent. Therefore, the Peace Corps'
educational activities in Peru under the Cold War context are an important microcosm of the
relationship between U.S. foreign policy and Peruvian state needs. They reveal a certain sacrificial
element behind them, yet they transcend the interests of both sides and break new ground in
volunteering significance.

Keywords: Cultural diplomacy; United States; Peru; The Peace Corps; Role study
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