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From “Othering” to “Dialogue”: Identity Construction and Negotiation in Frank
McGuinness’s Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me

Jiang Yiling1
1Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing

Abstract: Set against the backdrop of the Lebanese hostage crisis, Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me stands as one of
Frank McGuinness’s most acclaimed works. In the play, three Western hostages reinforce the superiority of their
collective Western identity through the “othering” of the East, particularly by projecting gendered fantasies onto Arab
women and depicting the Arab world through images of violence. At the same time, McGuinness challenges traditional
Western binary modes of thinking by exploring the evolving dynamics of power and identity. He reveals the complexities
and intertwined interactions between Eastern and Western cultures, while envisioning the possibility of dialogue and
exchange between them. Through his portrayal of cultural conflict and collision, McGuinness ultimately uncovers the

potential for mutual understanding and coexistence beneath these tensions.

Keywords: Frank McGuinness; Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me; Other
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