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Group polarization in unconstrained situations: the instinct for violence and the

fragility of civilization in Lord of the Flies

LILI CHEN!, YIJUN CAO!

! Affiliation, Guangdong Vocational College of Arts and Sciences, Lianjiang, Guangdong

Abstract: This article analyzes the power transition and order collapse of children on a deserted
island in William Golding's "Lord of the Flies", revealing that the boundary between civilization and
barbarism is actually a fragile dynamic balance. The novel revolves around the binary opposition
between Jack and Ralph, and through key events such as "extinguishing the fire", "accidentally
killing Simon", and "fighting for glasses", it portrays humanity's addiction to violent instincts in an
unconstrained environment. This article combines Engels' theory of animality and points out that
Golding deconstructed the Enlightenment's assumption of human goodness from a child's perspective.
His "Lord of the Flies" is not only a concrete pig head totem, but also a metaphor for the evil deeply

rooted in human nature.

Keywords: Barbarism and Civilization; Human nature test; Power struggle; Group polarization;
Instinct of Violence
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