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Al Era: Reconstruction of Symbolic Capital in Minor Language Majors

Huang Zhenxin
Foreign Studys College, Northeastern University, Shenyang, China

Abstract: In the face of dual impacts from globalization and artificial intelligence, the traditional symbolic
capital of minor language majors is experiencing systemic decline. The widespread use of machine translation
and speech recognition technologies has led to a gradual decrease in the value of symbolic capital in minor
language majors, transforming them from once "elite majors" into "synonyms for unemployment." In recent
years, minor language majors have faced challenges such as oversupply of graduates, students' lack of
proficiency, lower admission scores, and even cancellation of programs. This paper, based on Bourdieu's
theory of symbolic capital, analyzes the reasons for the decline in symbolic capital of minor language majors,
explores the underlying social and technological factors, and proposes coping strategies. For example, by
adopting a "language+professional”" model that combines interdisciplinary knowledge and practical skills, the
competitiveness and social recognition of minor language majors can be enhanced, thereby reconstructing
their symbolic capital.
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