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Analysis of the Disaster Caused by the Gunpowder Explosion on Beimen Street

in Kunming in 1929

FanYuchen!
YWeifang Vocational College of Food Science and Technology, Weifang, Shandong 261000

Abstract:On the afternoon of July 11, 1929, an explosion of gunpowder occurred in the area of
Beimen Street on the outskirts of Kunming City. Hundreds of residents died and over ten thousand
were injured in the blast. This was a huge disaster in the modern history of Kunming. This incident
took place against the backdrop of the power struggle between the local warlord Long Yun's forces
and those of Hu Ruoyu and Zhang Ruji. It was a man-made tragedy closely related to political
factors. Without considering the safety of the people or urban planning and construction, dangerous
goods were transported rashly to densely populated areas, showing a disregard for human life. Due to
the severity of the disaster, the special cause and wide-ranging implications, this explosion case is
different from previous disasters and has special significance for individual case studies.

Keywords:Social History of Disasters; Gunpowder explosion; Disaster situation analysis ;
Application of archival materials
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