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Case Study of the Literature '""Confucius Asking about Rites and Laozi" in the

Pre Qin and Han Dynasties

Shi Shang!

! Department of History, Suzhou University of Science and Technology, Suzhou

Abstract: When Confucius' inquiry into etiquette was used as common knowledge and allusions in
Laozi's literature, this event was endowed with more significance beyond learning and inquiring
about etiquette. One of the application methods worth exploring is that Confucius asked Laozi for
etiquette, which has been condensed into Confucius' "teaching" Laozi and included in the selected
"teaching" sequence, emphasizing the meaning of "teacher". Starting from the sequence of "teacher
affairs", we can analyze the changes in Confucius' status and the relationship between Confucius and
the elderly, and point out the political ideals contained in the concept of imperial teachers under the
background of Confucian classics.

Keywords: Confucius asks about etiquette, teachers, and the relationship between Confucius and
elders
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