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The Connotation, Manifestations, and Optimization of False Wit from the
Perspective of Otherness

Ling Yang!
! Jing Hengyi School of Education, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou, China

Abstract: False Wit refers to a form of cleverness that exerts hypocritical and self-serving influence,
unmotivated by care or consideration for others. From the perspective of Otherness, False Wit
manifests three core contradictions: its purpose is not oriented toward the "Other"; its intersubjective
interactions exhibit homogeneity and unreality; and its implementation lacks accountable agents.
Key characteristics include an obsession with self-interest that deviates from the essence of
"being-for-the-Other"; obsequious numbness that dissolves the distinction between the "Self" and the
"Other"; and excessive ostentation that masks cunning surveillance. Guided by the ethical framework
of Otherness, optimizing False Wit requires: sincere "facing" to reconstruct the "Self-Other"
relationship and restore the essence of true wit; assuming responsibility by listening to the Other’s
voice and respecting their alterity; and enacting measured responses through multi-dimensional
reflection and empathetic engagement.
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