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The Ideological Foundation of Modern Social Evolution — From the Perspective

of the " Analogical Unity of Being"

Lin Feng!
! Capital Normal University, Haidian District, Beijing 100080, China

Abstract: Modern society is characterized by a number of distinctive traits that set it apart from
ancient societies. The evolution of these traits was brought about through the mutual integration of
Greco-Roman and Hebraic civilizations. Among the most crucial factors in this transformation was
the disintegration of the Thomistic philosophical framework of the "analogical unity of being" in the
late Middle Ages. This collapse paved the way for a new vision of both human nature and the natural
world, thus laying the philosophical groundwork for modern society. This article aims to analyze and
refute the scholastic defense of the analogical unity of being, and in doing so, outline the historical
process through which traditional Thomism fell apart. It explores how this collapse gave rise to a
conception of human nature grounded in a fallen free will, a Cartesian notion of the self as a
"stranger in exile," and ultimately, a radically new concept of "nature" that provided the ideological
foundation for the development of modern natural science.
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