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A Study on the Sinking of Poetic and Ritual Culture and the Popularity of Yuan

Dynasty Drama

Cao Xuanyu!, Liang Jie!
! Tianhua College, Shanghai Normal University, Jiading 201615, Shanghai, China

Abstract: Music and poetry have accompanied human history as the most instinctive means of
communication and expression. These spontaneous activities changed qualitatively when the Duke of
Zhou made rites and music, which were then fully elaborated by Confucianism to form a cultural
system that has profoundly influenced China for thousands of years. The essence of this system was
to produce top-down moral norms and value leadership through subtle “cultural immersion”. With
the formation of the Han dynasty's “exclusive respect for Confucianism”, the Ritual and Music
System was established by the ruling class as part of the orthodox ideology of governance, with
ritual and music being compatible with each other and with internal and external affairs, thus
achieving the goal of maintaining social order and consolidating state rule. Since the Han Dynasty,
the Ritual and Music System has continued throughout the dynasties and has become a very
important cultural symbol of Chinese culture. The Yuan dynasty was the first regime in Chinese
history to be established by an ethnic minority. Based on the influence of their own culture, the rulers
of the Yuan dynasty made drastic changes to the rituals and music of the Middle Kingdom, resulting
in the destruction of the traditional Han Confucian system of poetry and rituals. However, among the
people, the Poetic and Ritual Culture still had a deep influence because of the huge historical inertia.
As a result, Yuan society was markedly stratified between top and bottom in terms of Poetic and
Ritual Culture. At the same time, because of the absence of institutional moral norms and value
leadership from the top down, the spontaneous ritual and music activities of the lower strata took on
the edification function that should have been promoted by the upper strata, and this transfer can be
seen in a sense as the “sinking” of Ritual and Music Culture. The Yuan Dynasty Drama that matured
in the Yuan dynasty, because of the role they carried in the moral propaganda of the people and their
close relationship with poetry, ritual and music, can be seen both as one of the results of the sinking
of Ritual and Music Culture and as one of the manifestations of this sinking trend. It can be argued
that the prosperity of Yuan Dynasty Drama and the great social and historical influence it exerted
could not be separated from the sinking of Poetic and Ritual Culture caused by the particular context
of the Yuan dynasty, and the combined influence of the poetic, ritual and musical traditions passed
down from Chinese origins, which is what this essay focuses on. The sinking of Poetic and Ritual
Culture was a cultural phenomenon, as was the popularity of Yuan Dynasty Drama, which were
united in the specific context of the Yuan dynasty, interrelated and interacting with each other.
Exploring the links between the two will help to develop a new perspective on these two cultural
phenomena and their logical derivation.

Keywords: Yuan Dynasty Drama, Poetic and Ritual Culture, Sink, Reasons
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