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The Dual-Layered Narrative and Ex resIsiKn (')'f Compassionate Realism in "I Am
at]l Am

Yang Jing!
! Hebei University, Baoding, China

Abstract: [ Am What I Am (2021) represents a significant development in the realm of animated cinema,
particularly with regard to its realistic thematic content. The film employs the narrative structure of the
"Hero's Journey", presenting a dual-tiered narrative: the protagonist's growth in the foreground and the
external reality in the background. The hero's personal development aligns with the "Hero's Journey" narrative
structure, incorporating idealistic character growth, while the realistic background offers a comprehensive
depiction of reality, evoking a profound sense of pain and eliciting a sense of empathy. The fusion of these
elements serves to expand the semantic scope of the narrative, offering a nuanced and comprehensive
depiction of the text. The integration of these two layers of narrative into a warm realist narrative reflects the
creative exploration of human sentiment, incorporating poetic narrative and regional narrative creative
techniques, thus offering novel insights into the creation of animation with realistic themes.

Keywords: / Am What I Am;Hero’s Journey; Compassionate Realism; Idealism
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