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Reanalysis of the Early Ming Dynasty's Policy of Emphasizing Agriculture and
Suppressing Commerce in the Jiangnan Region — A Study Based on the

Perspective of Shen Wansan, the Great Wealthy Magnate of Jiangnan

Wang Qiong-Ping

Shanghai Normal University Tianhua College, Shanghai 201815

Abstract: After the establishment of the Ming Dynasty, this situation reversed, and policies returned to the track of
"emphasizing agriculture and restraining commerce." Zhu Yuanzhang believed that only by "emphasizing
agriculture" could the people be "enriched," and to "emphasize agriculture," it was necessary to "restrain
commerce."The policy of emphasizing agriculture and suppressing commerce played a positive role in restoring
and developing agricultural production in the Jiangnan region and stabilizing social order in the early Ming
Dynasty, laying a solid foundation for the country's economic base. However, to a certain extent, it restricted the
development of commerce and handicrafts. With the development of society, its limitations gradually became

apparent.
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