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The Metaphysics of Mind in Liu Zhi’s Tianfang Xingli: Integrating Islamic and
Neo-Confucian Thought
Wang zhengqi!, Zhang siyu?®

I Wang zhengqi, Suzhou University of Science and Technology, Jiangsu,Suzhou
2 Zhang siyu, Kunming University of Science and Technology, Yunnan, Kunming

Abstract: Liu Zhi’s Tianfang Xingli (Celestial Philosophy of Human Nature) establishes the essence
of Allah as the ultimate foundation. By delineating the innate hierarchy of "nature" (xing) and
designing graded stages of spiritual cultivation for the "heart" (xin), it integrates Song-Ming
Neo-Confucian propositions such as "nature as principle," "mind as principle," and "the unity of
substance and function" into an Islamic framework of mind-nature theory. Liu redefines "successive
nature" (jixing) as the primary manifestation of the Divine Sovereign, thereby reconstructing the
ontological basis of "nature as principle." Through the concept of "seven grades of the heart," he
harmonizes Sufi spiritual practices with Confucian moral praxis, achieving a creative transformation
of Islamic-Confucian thought. This synthesis preserves the core tenets of Islamic doctrine while
employing structural analogies to reinterpret Confucian mind-nature theory as a tool for articulating
religious experiences. The work offers methodological insights for cross-cultural philosophy,
demonstrating how doctrinal frameworks can be adaptively reimagined across intellectual traditions.

Keywords: Liu Zhi; Tianfang Xingli; mind-nature theory; Neo-Confucian
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