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Gender Equality and Difference: Yosano Akiko’s Exploration and

Reconstruction of Women’s Existential Modes

Sun Jingjing!
! JiLin University, Changchun, 130000, China

Abstract: Yosano Akiko (1878-1942), a pioneering feminist in modern Japan, redefined equality
and difference within gender relations through her incisive critiques and visionary thought,
articulating a liberated mode of existence for women. Grounded in the universality of "human
nature," she called for dismantling traditional gender norms, asserting absolute equality in personal
dignity between genders while advocating that gender-specific traits beyond biological differences
should emerge through free development to foster mutual complementarity. Her philosophy critically
targeted the social construction of gender roles. First, she unmasked "femininity" as a patriarchal
disciplinary mechanism that reduces women to male appendages, urging women to reject externally
imposed roles and cultivate independent personhood rooted in shared humanity. Second, she traced
traditional gender divisions to patriarchal systems, arguing that biological differences had been
weaponized to exclude women from public life. She demanded educational equity and occupational
autonomy to establish a competency-based social framework, dismantling the oppressive
"male-public/female-domestic" hierarchy. Beyond critique, she reconceptualized femininity as an
uncharted domain of potential: authentic female traits, liberated from patriarchal constraints, could
redress the limitations of male-centric culture and propel civilizational progress. Rejecting both
gender essentialism and binary oppositions, Yosano envisioned a pluralistic symbiosis of gendered
qualities through collaboration. Her feminism thus transcends simplistic equality-difference
dichotomies, offering a transformative praxis for women’s liberation.

Keywords: Yosano Akiko; gender equality; gender difference; gender division of labor; gender
characteristics
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