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Local Gentry and Social Governance in Xuan'en during the Ming and Qing

Dynasties

Chen Jiao!
IChina West Normal University, Nanchong, Sichuan

Abstract: Since the rise of the imperial examination system, increased social mobility of talents led
to the emergence of local gentry groups. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, as autonomous
extensions of state power, these gentry played a vital role in traditional Chinese society where "state
power did not extend below the county level" (guoquan bu xiaxian). Although Xuan'en was a remote
county in western Hubei, it fostered a substantial gentry class. Influenced by the Confucian moral
system and state-sanctioned ideologies, Xuan'en's gentry leveraged their social resources to maintain
local order, mediate conflicts between officials and civilians, and educate the populace. While the
role of Xuan'en's gentry in social governance represents a unique county-level case, it offers insights
for broader studies on gentry and governance in China, as well as inspiration for cultivating "new
rural elites" (xin xiangxian) in contemporary Xuan'en.

Keywords: Local gentry; Xuan'en County Gazetteer; Social governance

16



A EtaRSE2EF] ISSN 3079—4552 elSSN 3079—4560

17



	明清宣恩乡绅与社会治理
	（1西华师范大学，四川 南充637001）
	一、乡绅含义与研究地域
	（一）乡绅的含义
	（二）研究地域
	二、宣恩乡绅与明清兵事  
	（一）宣恩乡绅与明代兵事
	（二）宣恩乡绅与清代兵事
	三、宣恩乡绅与乡民教化
	（一）修建学校
	（二）教育乡民
	（三）编撰史文
	参考文献：


