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Transfer, Identity Construction and Identity in Public Social Spheres
--A Study of Social Media Use in Miao Villages in Southeast Guizhou, China

Yutong Wen

(College of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Nottingham Ningbo,China,315100)

Abstract: With the rapid development of social media technology and the popularization of
communication devices, the more closed Hmong villages have gradually integrated into a wider
information network. The popularization of social media not only provides the Miao people with rich
external information, but also changes their lifestyle and socialization patterns in an invisible way.
From the perspective of communication studies, this paper adopts a field research method to gain an
in-depth understanding of the various impacts that the popularization and use of social media have
brought to the Miao people. It is found that social media has changed the traditional social space of
the Miao people, and at the same time, it has also caused the gradual disappearance of the cultural
kernel customs in the traditional Hmong practice. In addition, Hmong people have been exposed to
different cultures and values through the use of social media, which has led to different degrees of
changes in their national cultural self-confidence. However, while social media have impacted
Hmong culture, they have also created a new “spiritual community” for Hmong people, which to a
large extent has strengthened their identity and cohesion.The study aims to enhance the public's
attention to the protection of ethnic cultural diversity, and emphasizes the complex relationship
between tradition and modernity in the context of the rapid development of social media. Social
media, as a double-edged sword, can promote cultural dissemination and innovation, but may also
bring about cultural weakening and loss. Therefore, how to find a modern way of passing on
traditional culture through the use of social media has become an urgent issue.
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