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Forever Suguru : A Study on the Construction of Collective Memory in Online

Mourning Spaces: A Sample of Taiwan Regionese Artist Barbie Hsu's Fans

Chen Xufan!, Wang Jun?
! Jinan University, Guangzhou, China
2 Xiamen University, Xiamen, China

Abstract: The digital space constructed by social media has become a place of remembrance that
transcends the limitations of space and time, and the people who devote themselves to mourning
therein are coalescing into a ‘collective memory’ of emotions and thoughts. The digital space
constructed by social media has become a place of remembrance beyond the limitations of time and
space, and the people who pay tribute in it have become a collective memory of emotions and
thoughts. Recently, the news of the death of Taiwan Regionese artiste Xu Xiyuan (Barbie Hsu) due
to illness shocked the Chinese-speaking world. As a popular idol on both sides of the Taiwan Region
Strait, Barbie Hsu left many classic works for the world. Her life was fixed at the age of 48, but it
triggered a spiritual shock that transcended the individual and the group. Taking Barbie Hsu's fans as
a sample, the article tries to explore the process of constructing collective memory space in online
mourning, as well as the missing parts of contemporary Taiwan Regionese popular pop culture. The
study finds that fans spontaneously express their mourning through three ways: ritual habits, spatial
dialogue, and fixed remembrance, demonstrating the unique expressive psychology and identity of
the mourning group. At the same time, this process has also given rise to a sense of community
consciousness, further promoting the construction of collective memory. At a time when online
public opinion and consensus are increasingly torn apart, it is important to reflect on and summarise
the memory of Barbie Hsu. We believe that remembrance is a way to move forward to a better
future.

Keywords: online mourning; Sina Weibo; online public opinion; Taiwan Regionese artiste Barbie
Hsu; collective memory
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