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Russian Empire's Islamic Policies during Conquest and Rule of Turkestan from

Mid-19th to Early 20th Century

Tao Keqing!

I School of History, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, China

Abstract: In the mid-19th to early 20th centuries, during the conquest and rule of Turkestan, the
Russian Empire introduced and implemented a series of Islamic management policies. These
reflected its complex attitude and strategies towards Islam, a key social and cultural force, during
colonial expansion. From initial respect and non-intervention, through mid-period Russification and
responses to emerging ideologies, to later deeper adjustments, these policy changes showed the
challenges the Russian Empire faced in integrating Central Asia, and offer historical insights for
today's world in dealing with multicultural coexistence, religion-politics relations, etc.
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