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The double dilemma under the feudal ethics:

A comparative study of married female images in The Dream of Red Mansion

Abstract: This paper takes a Dream of Red Mansions and The Tale of Genji, the ancient classics of

and Genji monogatari

Zhang Hongtao
Hangzhou Dianzi University , Hangzhou 310000

China and Japan, as the research object, through comparative analysis of the typical married female
images in the two works, divided into two groups of concubines and wives for comparison, to
explore the common circumstances faced by married women in the ancient society of China and

Japan and their reasons. The purpose of this paper is to deeply understand the gender ethics of

ancient Chinese and Japanese society, and to provide historical reference for gender equality issues

in contemporary society.

Keywords: The Dream of Red Mansion; Genji monogatari; Female image; Feudal ethics; Marriage
institution
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