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Framing the Belt and Road Initiative: An Analysis of Argentine Mainstream

Media Representations.

Wang Jjingjing
Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou, China

Abstract: This study, grounded in framing theory and employing a mixed-methods approach,
examines the characteristics, themes, and framing strategies of Argentine mainstream media
coverage of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). A total of 185 news articles were collected
from Telam, Infobae, Clarin, and El Economista via the Dow Jones Factiva database, covering the
period from January 1, 2022, to December 31, 2024. These articles were systematically coded using
the DIVOMiner text analysis tool. The findings reveal that Argentine media primarily focus on
economic cooperation and geopolitical issues. Overall, the tone of the coverage tends to be positive,
but concerns persist regarding project transparency, environmental sustainability, and potential
development risks. Framing analysis indicates that the media predominantly interpret the BRI
through political and economic lenses, shaping an image of mutually beneficial cooperation. Despite
the generally positive tone, risk warnings in some reports may influence public perceptions of the
project. The study’s findings provide important insights into the stance and biases of Argentine
media in their coverage of the BRI and offer a reference for China to enhance its influence and
discourse power in the Latin American region.

Keywords: Belt and Road Initiative, Argentine Media, Framing Theory, Latin America, Geopolitics
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