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A Comparative Study of Yu Hua and Mori Ogai’s Views on Women
—Focusing on the Female Protagonists in Wenchengand The Wild Geese

Wang Yun-qiao
School of Japanese Studies, Sichuan International Studies University, Chongqing 400031

Abstract: The theme of "women in pursuit of self-awakening and emotional liberation," as one of
the core motifs in modern literature, shines not only in the works of feminist writers but also finds
unique interpretations in those of male authors. Yu Hua and Mori Ogai, as pioneering figures in
modern Chinese and Japanese literature respectively, have crystallized their distinct perspectives on
women through their novels Wencheng and The Wild Geese. While both works adhere to the
traditional framework of the male gaze in shaping female characters, they simultaneously subvert
this paradigm by employing shifts in narrative tone to amplify the inner voices of their protagonists.
Through the portrayal of these heroines—similar yet divergent—the novels articulate the realities
and illusions of women’s self-awakening in modern China and Japan, while also reflecting the
authors’ strikingly contrasting views on femininity.

Keywords: Yu Hua; Mori Ogai; Wencheng; The Wild Geese, Female Protagonists; Views on Women
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