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From the Logic of Capital to the Logic of Ecology: an Ecological Reading of the

Contemporary Crisis of Capitalism by O'Connor

Chen Nan!

! School of Marxism, Nanjing Forestry University, Nanjing, China

Abstract: In the context of contemporary capitalist globalization, multiple crises in the economic,
social, political and ecological spheres have become more and more prominent, especially
environmental degradation, resource depletion and climate change, which pose serious challenges to
the sustainability of natural ecosystems and the survival and development of human societies. The
article takes James O'Connor's theory of ecological Marxism as an entry point to explore his
ecological reading of the crisis of capitalism. O argues that capitalism, through the excessive plunder
of natural resources, not only leads to a crisis of ecological reproduction, but also exacerbates social
inequality and threatens sustainable social development. Unable to improve the ecological
environment and avoid ecological crises within the framework of capitalism, it is necessary to
fundamentally abolish capitalism's profit-maximizing model and construct a development model that
transcends capitalism.

Keywords: O 'Connor; Ecological Marxism; Ecological Crisis; Ecosocialism
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