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The Crisis of African Modernity: The "Wasteland" in Ben OKkri's
The Famished Road

Ting Lan!
! Sichuan International Studies University, Chongqing, China

Abstract: Ben Okri’s The Hunger of the Road explores the threefold crisis of postcolonial modernity in Africa
through the cross-cultural reconstruction of the “wasteland” imagery. These crises include the fragmentation of
identity, the paradoxes of nation-building, and the persistence of ecological colonialism. This paper, using T.S.
Eliot’s The Waste Land as a reference, analyzes how Okri transforms Western modernist symbolism into a tool for
African indigenous narratives. Through the use of magical realism, Okri reinterprets the “wasteland” in the African
context, portraying it not only as a critique of the violence of colonial modernity (such as resource exploitation and
cultural alienation), but also as an implicit possibility for cultural healing through traditional spiritual dimensions.
The study concludes that Okri’s portrayal of the “wasteland” transcends the resistance framework commonly found
in postcolonial literature, providing a literary response to the African dilemma of modernity that is both locally
grounded and globally relevant.

Keywords: Wasteland imagery; Crisis of modernity; Postcolonial ecological criticism; Magical realism
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