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The African Female Dilemma in The Famished Road

Ting Lan!

! Sichuan International Studies University, Chongqing, China

Abstract: Ben Okri’s Book Prize-winning novel 7he Famished Road, though its magic realist
narrative rooted in the Yoruba myth of the Abiku spirit-child, unveils the intersectional oppression
faced by African women furing Nigeria’s postcolonial social transformation. Focusing on maternal
figures such Azaro’s mother and Mrs. Koto, this study employs an interdisciplinary approach that
synthesizes African indigenous feminism, reproductive justice theory, and Marxist feminism,
arguing that Mrs. Koto’s economic resistance and the mother’s limited defiance constitute a
dialectical portrait of African female subjectivity. Drawing on Yoruba scholar Oyéwumi's theory of
cultural particularity, it demonstrates that the contemporary stigmatization of unmarried motherhood
constitutes a symptomatic manifestation of pre-colonial matrilineal traditions eroded by modernity,
thereby challenging the universalist presuppositions inherent in Western feminist theories.

Keywords: motherhood penalty; reproductive justice; intersectional oppression
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