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Self-presentation of Audio Streamers from the Perspective of Dramaturgical
Theory: A Case Study of the KilaKila App

Wang Bairu!
I College of Journalism and Communication, Ningxia University, Yinchuan 750021, China

Abstract: With the help of Goffman's theory of drama simulation, this study adopts participatory
observation and in-depth interviews to explore how audio anchors targeting intimate and diverse
audiences present themselves. Research has found that when presenting themselves up close, anchors
shape their ideal image and maintain intimate relationships through drama group collaboration,
defect presentation, and private performances; In covert self presentation, the anchor recovers energy
and maintains impression management by mystifying, absent appearances, and limiting
uncoordinated audiences. However, when facing audiences with varying degrees of closeness, audio
anchors still have contradictions in their self presentation, which may lead to content output
bottlenecks and negative feedback such as live streaming fatigue, and even generate "fear of
broadcasting" emotions.

Keywords: Drama theory; Audio anchor; Self presentation; intimate distance
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