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Gender Critique from the Perspective of Social Constructivism:

A Focus on Night Lodging in a Haunted House

Kong Zhigqi!

' School of Foreign Language, Southeast University, Nanjing, China

Abstract: Tales of Moonlight and Rain (Ugetsu Monogatari), adapted from Chinese literary works
such as Qu You’s New Tales from the Trimming Lamp (Jiandeng Xinhua) , was composed in 1768 as
a representative masterpiece of supernatural literature during Japan’s Edo period. Its grotesque and
fantastical supernatural narratives have captivated numerous readers and inspired extensive scholarly
research. While previous studies have predominantly focused on literary aesthetic analysis and
historical textual research, few have delved deeply into the gender dimensions embedded within the
texts, nor provided systematic interpretation grounded in the theoretical framework of social
constructivism. This study centers on the story Night Lodging in a Haunted House from Tales of
Moonlight and Rain, analyzing the spectral figure of the heroine Miyaki crafted by Ueda Akinari to
unveil her symbolic significance as an oppressed woman under feudal patriarchy. Furthermore,
employing social constructivist theories and feminist theories, this paper critically examines how
patriarchal systems confined women to structural predicaments through the cultural construction of
gender roles, thereby offering critical reflection on contemporary gender power dynamics.

Keywords: Ghost; Gender; Social Constructivism Theory; Feminist Theory
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