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Overlooked changes About Percy Bysshe Shelley's revision of Mary

Wollstonecraft Shelley's Frankenstein

Ruihao Chen

Shanghai normal university, Shanghai

Abstract: Scholarly studies of the literary interaction between the Shelleys are rare, and most of
them fall into the pattern of Percy’s great influence on the creation of Frankenstein’s character. And
when we try to incorporate Percy’s changes in The Original Frankenstein into the field of
observation and review, the previous conclusion that Percy has a great influence on Mary seems to
produce more interesting new results. At the same time, through the analysis of Percy’s “shallow
changes” and “profound changes” in Mary’s first draft, it can be compared with Percy’s attempt to
use the power of “poetry"” to face or balance the anxiety faced by the literary community in Britain
entering the Industrial Revolution. Mary is more willing to stand in the perspective of utilitarianism
and directly point out that “scientists should take a cautious and responsible attitude to limit and
control the development of science”, which has the significance of modernity and scientific ethics.
Therefore, Percy’s “sculpting” should not be overstated, otherwise it is inevitable to enter the
depression of Bloom's so-called “anxiety of influence”.

Keywords: Percy Bysshe Shelley; Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley; Frankenstein; The Original
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