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"Agent Media": A Study on Source Bias in China-Related International Conflict

Coverage by Media of Six ASEAN Countries

LiKanglong

School ofjournalism and communication, Guangxi University, Nanning, China

Abstract: In international news reporting, various social actors participate in news production as
information sources, thereby acquiring power to construct reality and define social truths through
complex power relations with media. This study investigates source bias in ASEAN media's
coverage of China-related international conflicts through the dual lenses of "selection bias" and
"restructuring bias," revealing hidden power practices. Empirical analysis of news sources
demonstrates that mainstream media in six ASEAN countries based predominantly cite official
voices from both Chinese and Philippine governments via "selection bias," while employing
"restructuring bias" to position Chinese and Philippine sources within opposing or aligned narrative
networks. This dual mechanism diminishes China’s discursive influence while amplifying Philippine
perspectives. The study advances understanding of power interactions between ASEAN media and
sources, highlighting the need to prioritize "restructuring mechanisms" in China’s global
communication strategies. Limitations include sample size constraints and narrow issue focus. Future
research should expand to multi-conflict analyses across diverse geopolitical contexts or extend to
source interactions in non-conflict news.
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