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A Vagrant unreconciled to the Ordinary
---Arthur Rimbaud and the Elements of rebellion in his Poems

XU Chang'*?
'Faculty of European Languages & Cultures, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou
’Center of French Language and Literature Studies, Sorbonne University, Paris

Abstract : The image of a vagrant for Arthur Rimbaud (1854-1891) has been craved deep in many
people’s heart. As one of the representatives in the modern and temporary french literature, Rimbaud
possesses a spirit of not standing still and not being willing to be resigned to the tradition. He looks
down upon the standard and prescribed creation of literature, on the contrary, Rimbaud wishes to
express his attitude towards life by his poems and action. To start with some aspects like “the
feelings of escaping” of Rimbaud and “the creativity of Rimbaud’s poems in comparaison with the
traditional ones”, the legendary life of Rimbaud and the elements of rebellion in his poems can be
explained in a profounder way.

Keywords : Arthur Rimbaud ; rebellion ; vagrant ; life ; creations of poems.
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