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The analysis of symbolism in Beloved

He Mingrui', Ran Yinxiao?
! Wuhan University, ?Communication University of China(Nanjing)

Abstract: With the upsurge of race movement and gender movement in countries and regions
including the United States, Japan and Europe, race issue and gender issue have gradually become a
social hot spot. As the first African female black Nobel Prize winner in literature, Toni Morrison, in
her masterpiece Beloved, shows the shocking history of black suffering in a magical way.Firstly, this
paper takes Jonathan Demme's Beloved as the image text to further clarify and define the concepts of
symbolism at home and abroad. At the same time, it will elaborate the integration of symbolism and
film art from the specific applications of symbolism in film art such as identity, region and
objects.Secondly, the paper deeply analyzes the image and character symbolism of the film Beloved,
including roles, Spaces and colors, from Denver, which represents the future hope of the ethnic
group, to the green forest, which means the vitality of life. For on thing, it deepen the film's
discussion on ethnic culture and colonial culture. For another, it also confirms the deep relationship
between the film Beloved and symbolism.Thirdly, the paper also discusses the theme of symbolism
presented in Beloved, covering the deconstruction and construction of identity, colonization and
anti-colonization of ethnic culture, in order to analyze the history full of symbols and symbols in the
black world, reproduce the hard and tragic past of black life, and hope to provide rational and
objective reference for the current hot race and gender movement.Finally, limited by the author's
academic level and the length of the paper, the paper fails to elaborate and understand the concept of
symbolism in depth, and fails to include the specific historical environment and artistic background
of the original author Toni Morrison and the director Jonathan Demme in the text analysis.

Keywords: symbolism; Beloved; ethnic culture
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