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An Analysis of Legal Issues Concerning the Application of the United Nations
Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods (CISG)

in Hong Kong

Zhao Binxi
China Foreign Affairs University

Abstract: On December 1, 2022, the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International
Sale of Goods (CISG) officially entered into force in Hong Kong, China. Since then, both Mainland
China and Hong Kong have applied the Convention, marking an important development in the
coordination of international trade and legal regimes under the "one country, two systems"
framework. However, due to the unique historical and legal status of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, the application of the CISG has raised several specific and complex legal
issues. This paper begins by exploring the constitutional context of Hong Kong, analyzing the special
legal challenges in applying the CISG in the region. These challenges include issues related to the
coordination with Mainland Chinese legal systems, potential conflicts between the CISG and Hong
Kong's contract law, and the difficulties in judicial interpretation and practice. By examining issues
such as Hong Kong's decision to withdraw its reservation under Article 1(1)(b) of the CISG, and the
differences in application between arbitration and litigation, this paper proposes solutions and looks
ahead to the future role of Hong Kong in global trade law, as well as the further development of
CISG application. Through deeper legal coordination, Hong Kong can not only enhance its influence
in the global trade legal system but also provide crucial support for regional economic integration
and the development of global trade rules.

Keywords:: United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods (CISG);
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR); Application of Law; International Trade
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