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The Substance-Function Relationship in Cheng Brothers' Philosophy: Exploring

the Practice-Theory Dialectic in Northern Song Confucianism

WU Miao-hui!, YE Chen-xi?
'Zhengzhou University *Hong Kong Baptist University

Abstract: After the tumultuous period of the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms, the social ¢
hanges during the Song Dynasty prompted people to deeply reflect on the state of affairs an
d seek a way forward through the relationship between substance and function. During this
period, the integration of Confucianism, Buddhism, and Daoism became a prevailing trend. A
s a result, Northern Song scholars explored various philosophical traditions. Against this back
drop, the thought of the Cheng brothers stands out for its uniqueness. Amidst the changes of
the times, they constructed the relationship between substance and function to attempt to und
erstand the fundamental answers to the intellectual transformations of the era. This paper aim
s to deeply explore the Cheng brothers’ understanding of the relationship between substance
and function, in order to gain insight into the distinctions made by Northern Song Confucian
scholars regarding this concept.

Keywords: Ti-Yong (Substance-Function); Cheng brothers; Zhang Zai; Zhu Xi; Song Confuci
anism
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