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The Lie of the Womb: The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling, and the
Return to the Maternal Body

Qian Liangfan, Liu Lixiang, Zhao Wenhao
Yunnan University

Abstract: The theme of the abandoned child and the narrative of abandonment is a significant subject that is
widely present in ancient and modern literary works around the world. The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling
highlights this theme in particular. On one hand, the identity of being a "foundling" serves as the premise for
"searching," which sets off Tom Jones's wanderings and provides a narrative extension. On the other hand, the act
of abandonment by the mother is combined with her hidden, gaze-like concern, thus offering a direction for Tom
Jones's spiritual wilderness. The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling not only presents the life experiences of an
individual "foundling" but also connects the human experiences of being "thrown" and "abandoned" with the act of
"searching" through the concept of "history." Undoubtedly, the "foundling" is a symbolic figure filled with
archetypal significance, especially in modern literature. The evolution of the character's identity from "foundling"
to "orphan" reflects the de-ethical phenomenon in modern literature and achieves an organic writing of "returning
to the mother."

Keywords: Foundling, The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling, Mother, Womb
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