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The Spatial Metaphor Reconstruction from Literature to Film in The Petrovs in

and Around the Flu

LV Tianwei

Xi'an International Studies University

Abstract: Alexey Salnikov’s novel The Petrovs in and Around the Flu employs multiple spatial
metaphors to reveal the crisis of individual identity in post-Soviet society and critically reflect on
traditional culture. Kirill Serebrennikov’s film adaptation Petrov’s Flu extends and reconstructs this
metaphorical system. Grounded in Henri Lefebvre’s spatial theory, this study examines the
continuity and transformation of spatial metaphors across literary and cinematic media, exploring
their interrelations. The analysis demonstrates that while the novel constructs metaphorical spaces
through linguistic abstraction and semiotic structures, the film expands and deepens the cultural
critique of spatial metaphors through visual representation. As a crucial vehicle for social and
cultural critique, space manifests its narrative potential and critical dimension in the cross-media
dialogue between literature and cinema.

Keywords: The Petrovs in and Around the Flu, Alexey Salnikov, spatial metaphor, cross-media

adaptation, film narrative
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