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A Study on the Buddha Stone Steles Created by Li Sengzhi and Others in the

Third Year of the Shengui Era of the Northern Wei Dynasty (520 AD)

Wang Ying
(Shanghai LidaUniversity, Shanghai, China)

Abstract:As an important carrier for the study of Buddhist statues, chronological steles have increasingly garnered
attention from the academic community. Most scholars have focused more on domestic steles while researching those
lost overseas is relatively scarce. The Buddhist stone steles of Li Sengzhi and others from the third year of the Shengui
era of the Northern Wei Dynasty, collected by the Victoria and Albert Museum, hold significant value in statue research
and historical materials, yet they lack specialized research. Through the examination and interpretation of inscriptions, as
well as the analysis of statue content and style, this paper discovers that this stele originates from Jixian County, Shanxi
Province, and was constructed in the third year of the Shengui era of the Northern Wei Dynasty. The statue themes
include the Upper and Lower Maitreya, the Buddha's teaching, the Vimalakirti and Manjusri sitting together, and the
contemplative prince. The overall style of the statue inherits the Yungang Grottoes of the Northern Wei Dynasty, while
also incorporating elements from the Southern Dynasties

Keywords:Northern Wei Dynasty statue steles; Buddhist statues; Statue style; Shanxi
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