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Female Narrative and the Reconfiguration of Gaze Discourse in Her Story: A Study within the
Chinese Cultural Context

Li Chunyi!, Low Yong San?

('Xinyu University, Xinyu China; *Universiti Sains Malaysia, Penang Malaysia)

Abstract:The film Her Story exemplifies the localized articulation of female narratives within the Chinese cultural context, explored
across three distinct levels. On the level of visual storytelling, the film challenges the dominant male gaze of mainstream cinema by
employing eye-level framing, long takes, and de-sexualized compositions, thereby reshaping the viewer's perspective. In terms of
narrative subjectivity, it emphasizes the agency of female characters through depictions of everyday life and subtle humor, portraying
a progression from external recognition to self-affirmed identity. At a broader narrative level, the film embeds gender discourse within
the urban context, adopting a gentle and inclusive narrative approach that balances artistic expression, social critique, and cultural
negotiation. In doing so, it offers a significant model for feminist filmmaking in contemporary China.

Keywords:Her Story; counter-male gaze; female narrative; subjectivity
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