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Through Stone Inscriptions: The Interaction Between State and Local Society in
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Qing Dynasty Liangshan's Governance
g Dynasty g

Peng Wenxin
(School of philosophy and History and Culture, Xiangtan University,Xiangtan, China)

Abstract: The governance of Liangshan during the Qing Dynasty was a dynamic process in which state power attempted
to penetrate the frontier, while local societies proactively responded, adapted, and participated. As "ritual markers," stone
inscriptions not only reflected the interaction between the state and local societies but also served as both a medium and a
product of such interactions. Through the analysis of inscription content and their formation mechanisms, it has been
found that the erection of steles was an important strategy in local governance. The state employed steles for the flexible
penetration of power and the construction of a cultural order; local elites, such as gentry, leveraged the commissioning of
official steles to legitimize local demands, thereby "using official authority to advance their own interests"; families
utilized steles for self-organization and the assertion of rights; even in ethnic regions, steles became tools for legal
integration and the shaping of political identity. This continuous interaction collectively shaped the diverse forms of

governance in Qing-era Liangshan.

Keywords: Liangshan stone inscriptions; state power; local society; interaction
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