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Going Viral: The Media Logic of Memetic City-Making in Harbin’s Winter Tourism

Shihai Jia'
(! School of Art, Heilongjiang University, Harbin, China)

Abstract:This study examines the underlying mechanisms of urban tourism development through the lens of media logic,
taking the viral breakout of Harbin as a case study. It argues that digital image practices construct a liminal mode of urban
perception, enabling tourists to develop new understandings of place through hybrid virtual-physical experiences.
Meanwhile, the widespread dissemination of internet memes further accelerates the symbolic diffusion of local experience,
stimulating broad social participation. Throughout this process, people, the city, and media become deeply entangled,
collectively forming a multi-sensory network of social relations grounded in shared experience. Building on the theoretical
stance that "media are metaphors," the paper reflects on the dual effects of media visibility: while social media reshapes the
sense of place, it also intensifies emotional fragmentation and crises of modernity. Therefore, the sustainable development
of cultural tourism cities should not rely solely on mediatized instrumental rationality. Instead, it must return to
human-centered embodied experience, seek a dynamic balance between place and body, and ultimately reconstruct a

spiritual home characterized by pluralistic identification.
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