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From National Cornerstone to Strategic Choice: The Evolution and Challenges of

Austria's Neutrality Policy (1955-2025)

Wang Guozhang

(University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China)

Abstract: Austria's neutrality policy, established during the Cold War, has endured for seven decades. This policy has
not remained static; instead, it has continually been reshaped and adapted under the combined influence of domestic and
international political pressures, representing a dynamic and evolving process. Its core meaning has gradually shifted
from the "active neutrality" based on the Austrian State Treaty during the Cold War towards a more adaptable
"post-neutrality" in the post-Cold War era. Since the outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine conflict in 2022, Austria's neutrality
policy has faced even more severe challenges, sparking renewed debate within the country's political and diplomatic
circles over whether to abandon neutrality altogether or adopt a more flexible model of neutrality.
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