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Poetic Resistance in Yan Yu's *Poetry Discourse: The Poetry Critique* Under
the Cultural Crisis of the Southern Song Dynasty

Duan Jiatong

(Yunnan University, Kunming, Yunnan 650000)

Abstract: During the Southern Song Dynasty's period of partial rule, it faced a severe cultural identity crisis. Yan Yu, in
*The Critique of Poetry* from *The Poetic Discourse*, constructed a cultural resistance strategy laden with political
metaphors through his advocacy forreviving ancient styles and poetic innovation. This paper, through close textual
reading and historical contextual analysis, focuses on the core concept of "reviving the heyday of the Tang Dynasty,"
delving into poetic propositions such as "alternative talents and perspectives" and "insightful comprehension." It reveals
Yan Yu's intent to dismantle Neo-Confucian discourse, reconstruct cultural orthodoxy, and reinforce the subjectivity of
Han Chinese culture. Yan Yu's poetic theory is not merely an aesthetic innovation but also a cultural-political practice
conducted through literature, offering crucial insights for future generations to safeguard cultural subjectivity amid crises.
Under the wave of globalization, the symbolic significance of his "Tang Dynasty grandeur” inspires us to uphold cultural
uniqueness through aesthetic autonomy.

Keywords: Yan Yu; *The Literary Mind: The Art of Poetry*; Southern Song Cultural Identity Crisis; the Flourishing
Tang Dynasty Atmosphere; Insight; Unique Talent and Unique Interest
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