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New Developments in Institutional Change Theory
Xie Tian
(Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing, China)
Abstract: Institutional change theory has long been a key scholarly concern. As economies, polities and societies evolve, the theory
itself has been repeatedly reinvented, deepening our understanding of what institutions are and how they work. This article surveys the
rapidly expanding literature of the past decade and identifies four major advances: Firstly, new explanations of the drivers of
institutional change; Secondly, dynamic-game analyses of the change process; Thirdly, multi-level approaches to its complexity;
Fourthly, the perspective of discursive institutionalism. Last but not least, the paper concludes by mapping out promising avenues for

future research, providing a reference point for further theoretical development.
Keywords: Institutional Change; Institutional Economics; Dynamic Game Analysis; Discursive Institutionalism
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