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Apichatpong Weerasethakul's film Uncle Boonmee Who Can Recall His Past Lives Dream
narrative and cultural implication

Chen Kuang!, Yang He!
(1. School of Film, Television and Animation, Chengdu University, Chengdu 610106, Sichuan, China)

Abstract: The films of Apichatpong Weerasethakul, a Thai new wave director, have always been highly regarded and favored by the
global film community. The exploration and portrayal of dream elements are hallmark features of his directorial style. Examining how
Apichatpong uses dreams to advance film narratives, enhance audiovisual expression, and facilitate cultural inheritance is crucial for
understanding the director's creative philosophy and style. This article delves into the visual presentation, sound design, and narrative
techniques of dreams, unveiling their deep connections to Buddhist reincarnation, identity, and social metaphors. It elucidates their
unique value and profound connotations within the context of film art and Thai culture, and interprets the director's ideological insights

hidden within the shadows and light.

Keywords: Dream narrative; Thai new wave; Apichatpong Weerasethakul; Cultural connotation
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