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127] Arbitration Act 2025, s. 41A(3) (UK).

1281 Gerald Metals SA v Timis [2016] EWHC 2327 (Ch).
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Arbitration Act Reform 2025: Codification of Disclosure and Confidentiality

Obligations and the Introduction of the Emergency Arbitrator Mechanism
Kang Rao

( Swansea University, School of Law, Swansea, SA2 8PP, UK)

Abstract:The 2025 reform of the UK Arbitration Act represents the most significant revision since 1996, aiming to
address long-standing deficiencies in practice and reinforce London’s position as a leading international arbitration hub.
This paper centers on arbitrators as the key actors within the arbitral framework. First, it examines how arbitrators are
expected to strike a balance between their continuing duty of disclosure and the obligation of confidentiality. Second, it
analyzes the potential impact and limitations of the newly introduced emergency arbitrator mechanism. By drawing on
representative case law and international rules, the study evaluates the extent to which these reforms enhance

transparency, efficiency, and predictability in arbitration.

Keywords: Arbitration Act; Disclosure obligation; Confidentiality obligation; Emergency arbitrator; International

arbitration

1291 Law Commission, Review of the Arbitration Act 1996: Final Report (Law Com No 423, 2023), para 7.35.

B% New York Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Arbitral Awards (1958), Art. 1(1).
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