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To Drink or Not: Gender Role Expectations and Reflections in Drinking Table
Scenarios from a Multi-Media Perspective

WANG Luning
Hunan, university of South China, Hengyang, China

Abstract: As an integral part of China's drinking culture, the 'drinking table culture' permeates advertisements, literary
works, and films. The portrayal of gender roles in such drinking-table scenes conceals a contradiction caused by the
imbalance of power between men and women, revealing deep-seated gender biases. Through the lens of Gerbner's
cultivation theory, analysis shows that this type of media phenomenon not only reflects society's expectations of gender
roles in this and other everyday-life scenarios but also, in turn, shapes and sustains the existing societal value system.

Keywords: Drinking culture; gender roles; media construction; gender bias; gender equality
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